
MEETING MINUTES OF THE WEST LIBERTY CITY COUNCIL 

 

WEST LIBERTY, IOWA                                                                                           November 18th, 2025  
 
Mayor Mark Smith called the Regular Council meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Councilmembers in attendance: Councilmember Tim 

Parizek, Councilmember Dana Dominguez, Mayor Pro Tem Cara McFerren, and Councilmember Josh Shiltz. Councilmember Omar 

Martinez arrived at the meeting at 6:31 p.m. and was absent for the approval of the agenda. City Staff in attendance: City Manager Lee 

Geertz, City Clerk Shari Hoffert, Public Relations Specialist Brittany Woodson, Library Director Allie Paarsmith via zoom, and Police 

Chief Josh Houser. The Council Meeting can be viewed at www.cityofwestlibertyia.org . 

The City Council approved the agenda with an amendment removing Item 7 F:  Resolution 20251118-289: A Resolution Authorizing 

Internal Advance for Funding of Urban Renewal Programs FY 2025-2028. McFerren/Parizek (4-0) 

The City Council approved the consent agenda. Shiltz/McFerren (5-0) 

Reports: City Engineer Lenny Larson was absent from the meeting but provided a written report for City Council to review. City 

Manager Lee Geertz provided a verbal report to City Council. Geertz communicated that the past couple of weeks, there has been an 

extensive amount of legal work completed for litigation. Geertz communicated there was extensive work completed by the City Clerk for 

the reports provided in the agenda packet with oversight and checks and balances completed by City Manager Geertz. Geertz 

communicated she is continuing to work with FEMA and is down to the Electric Utility work. Geertz communicated that on November 

4th, there was an all-employee training for the benefit package provided by the City of West Liberty. Geertz communicated that the 

premiums have continued to stay down and the overall increase of the premium increased less than 5%. Geertz communicated that she is 

working through updating agreements with WELEAD for the funding of the partnership with the City of West Liberty. Geertz 

communicated she has several meetings coming up to include the sexual harassment training for the City of West Liberty and a legal 

conference with Electric Superintendent Cody Franklin. There will be a meeting with the Ministerial Association for youth 

programming, due to a conflict with her schedule Mayor Mark Smith will be attending. Geertz communicated that Sergeant Blocker 

turned in his resignation from the West Liberty Police Department to spend more time with his family. Geertz communicated that Water 

Operator Austin Maine completed his Grade 3 Wastewater Certification and Water Operator Edgar Ortiz is currently studying for his 

testing. Geertz communicated last Friday, a 4th Street valve was hit and there was a boil order put into effect. As of Monday, there was 

no bacteria in the water, and the boil order was removed. Geertz communicated there are several nuisance violations occurring with 

businesses being ran out of homes, and communicated the City is taking this opportunity to educate property owners of the Ordinances in 

the City Code as well as working with WELEAD to assist these businesses. Geertz also communicated that she is continuing to work 

through multiple dog bite situations.  

Vendor Voucher Claims List #1 in the amount of $788,768.22 was approved. Shiltz/McFerren (5-0) 

Vendor Voucher Claims List #2 in the amount of $515.00 was approved. Dominguez/Shiltz (4-0-1 Abstention: McFerren) 

Library Pre-Paid Claims List in the amount of $37,701.67 was approved. Shiltz/Martinez (5-0) 

 

During the Public Comment Section: Chamber Director Jacob Lane communicated that this weekend November 22nd and November 

23rd, is the big Holiday Open House Event. November 22nd will be from 11 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sunday November 23rd will be from 1:00 

p.m. to 5:00 p.m. with the tree lighting ceremony outside of the old City Hall Building at 5:30 p.m. Lane communicated that Calhoun 

Street will be closed with assistance from the West Liberty Police Department. Lane encouraged everyone to attend as it is going to be a 

great event with a lot of activities. Phil Wiese WELEAD Director communicated he has been busy with grants and expects to have the 

two approved economic development grants for Big Imprint and Yolanda’s Salon before Council at the next meeting as finished projects. 

Wiese communicated that he is very proud of Police Chief Josh Houser and his work with the Shop with a Cop program. Wiese 

communicated Houser sent several letters out to the community, was awarded the Walmart Grant, and has had several donations for this 

program. Wiese communicated that Houser is building several relationships and stated the City of West Liberty is lucky to have him as 

their Police Chief. He encouraged Councilmembers to participate in the event as it is a moving experience. Cliff McFerren thanked the 

City of West Liberty for allowing the Farmer’s Market to occur this past year. McFerren communicated that as he sat down at the 

Farmer’s Market, he noticed that there were about 520 vehicles throughout the course of the Market that did not stop at the four-way stop 

sign on 3rd and Spencer and communicated he has some ideas that he would like to discuss with the City of West Liberty. McFerren 

communicated that there were also several West Liberty Foods tucks traveling down 3rd Street and mentioned the supposed truck route 

down Columbus street. McFerren communicated that the spill in front of the West Liberty Middle School has left the area greasy. 

McFerren communicated that this is serious due to the children crossing the road in that area and recommended a discussion with West 

Liberty Foods. Councilmember Dana Dominguez communicated that she is active in working with the Trans Advisory in Johnson 

County and there is current work happening with municipalities to adopt a human rights protection. Dominguez communicated that this 

will be sent to her to see if it is something the City Council of West Liberty would like to adopt. Dominguez also communicated that she 

is working with David Goodner to protect people and make it illegal to apprehend people from being taken from places of business. 

Mayor Pro Tem Cara McFerren communicated that she was contacted about the spill in front of the West Liberty Middle School and was 

briefed on the details by City Manager Geertz. McFerren communicated that she is concerned with an item that was brought to her 

attention about a situation occurring outside of Atalissa. McFerren communicated that there is dumping of dead fowl carcasses and other 

hazardous waste and does not believe the DNR regulations are being followed. McFerren communicated that with West Liberty Foods so 

close, this is concerning for the birds that they have. McFerren communicated that she is unaware if there is anything the City can do but 

would like to continue to keep City Council up to date with information regarding this situation.  

 

http://www.cityofwestlibertyia.org/


MEETING MINUTES OF THE WEST LIBERTY CITY COUNCIL 

 

WEST LIBERTY, IOWA                                                                                           November 18th, 2025  
 
There was Discussion and Appropriate Action by the City Council of West Liberty, IA, on the Authorization to Establish a Legacy 

Memorial in Partnership with St. Joseph Catholic Church, Davenport Diocese, and the Family of Father Guillermo Trevino. 

Councilmember Dominguez communicated that this is wonderful to include the family and the Church because it would allow input on 

what to propose. Mayor Mark Smith communicated two words come to mind when he thinks of Father Guillermo, protection and 

advocacy. Councilmember Omar Martinez communicated that this is a great idea and communicated that maybe there could be a statue 

because that is something Father Guillermo spoke about frequently was his dream of having a statue after him. There was a motion to 

Authorize the Establishment of a Legacy Memorial in Partnership with St. Joseph Catholic Church, Davenport Diocese, and the Family 

of Father Guillermo Trevino. Martinez/Dominguez (5-0) 

 

Resolution 20251118-285: A Resolution Approving the Filing of the Annual Urban Renewal Report for Fiscal Year 2025 to the Iowa 

Department of Management was approved by roll call vote. Shiltz/Dominguez    McFerren-Y, Shiltz-Y, Dominguez-Y, Parizek-Y, 

Martinez-Y (5-0) 

 

Resolution 20251118-286: A Resolution Approving the Filing of the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Certification with the Muscatine 

County Auditor’s Office was approved by roll call vote. Shiltz/McFerren    Shiltz-Y, McFerren-Y, Parizek-Y, Dominguez-Y, Martinez-Y 

(5-0) 

 

Resolution 20251118-287: A Resolution Obligating Funds from the Urban Renewal Tax Revenue Fund for Appropriation to the 

Payment of Annual Appropriation Tax Increment Financed Obligations which shall come due in the next Succeeding Fiscal Year was 

approved by roll call vote. Dominguez/Shiltz    Dominguez-Y, Parizek-Y, McFerren-Y, Shiltz-Y, Martinez-Y (5-0) 

 

Resolution 20251118-288: A Resolution Authorizing the Transfer of Funds from the General Fund to the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 

Fund to Correct Prior Year Entries was approved by roll call vote. McFerren/Parizek    Parizek-Y, Shiltz-Y, McFerren-Y, Dominguez-Y, 

Martinez-Y (5-0) 

 

Resolution 20251118-289: A Resolution Authorizing Internal Advance for Funding of Urban Renewal Programs FY 2025-2028 was 

removed from the agenda during the approval of the agenda making the amendment to remove this Resolution. 

 

Resolution 20251118-290: A Resolution Approving the Street Finance Report for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2025, and Authorizing the 

Clerk to File with the Iowa Department of Transportation was approved by roll call vote. Shiltz/Martinez    McFerren-Y, Shiltz-Y, 

Dominguez-Y, Parizek-Y, Martinez-y (5-0) 

 

Resolution 20251118-291: A Resolution to Accept and Approve the Annual Financial Report for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2025, 

was approved by roll call vote. Martinez/McFerren    Martinez-Y, McFerren-Y, Parizek-Y, Dominguez-Y, Shiltz-Y (5-0) 

 

Resolution 20251118-292: A Resolution to Approve the Contract & Construction Design Package provided by BHMG for the Storm 

Pole Replacements for the West Liberty Electric Department was approved by roll call vote. McFerren/Shiltz    Shiltz-Y, Martinez-Y, 

McFerren-Y, Parizek-Y, Dominguez-Y (5-0) 

 

Resolution 20251118-293: A Resolution to Approve the Contract Agreement with INTREN, LLC, for the Damaged Storm Pole 

Replacement Project in the City of West Liberty, IA, 52776, was approved by roll call vote. McFerren/Parizek    Dominguez-Y, Shiltz-

Y, Martinez-Y, McFerren-Y, Parizek-Y (5-0) 

 

Mayor Mark Smith communicated that the City is winding down on the calendar year so there is not much to report for the upcoming 

Council Meeting on 12/02/2025. City Manager Geertz communicated that the West Liberty Fairgrounds will be moving their liquor 

license from the previous building to their new building in January. Geertz also communicated she is working to get the goal setting 

session date established. 

 

There was a motion to adjourn at 7:12 p.m. McFerren/Martinez (5-0) 

 

  _______________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Mayor, Mark Smith 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________ 
City Clerk, Shari Hoffert 


