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There was a City Council work session to go over the City’s past goal setting session and accomplishments through current day 

to gear up towards a new goal setting session. The work session was presented by City Manager Lee Geertz. Mayor Mark Smith 

called the work session to order at 5:30 p.m. Councilmembers in attendance: Councilmember Omar Martinez, Councilmember 

Josh Shiltz, Mayor Pro Tem Cara McFerren, and Councilmember Tim Parizek. Councilmember Dana Dominguez arrived at the 

work session at 5:49 p.m. City Staff in attendance: City Manager Lee Geertz, City Clerk Shari Hoffert, Public Works Director 

Adam Reinhardt, Library Director Allie Paarsmith, EMS Chief Bret Carlson, and Police Chief Josh Houser. City Manager Geertz 

discussed the accomplishments the City has completed since 2023 to include: the completion of Rainbow/Maxson Street Project 

and the Knotty Circle Dr. Project, 50% of the GIS mapping completed with an additional 15% completed with new leadership, 

the completed LED street light conversions, the completion of the City Council rules and procedures and code of conduct for 

meetings, the implementation of the on-call policy in the employee handbook, the completion of the updated employee 

handbook, the implementation of a parks and recreation program as well as the offering of additional activities for the 

Community, expansion of the trail system, the restoration of the black start engine for the Electric Department, the progress for 

the reimplementation of the Police Officer Reserve Program, the work towards a School Resource Officer and many other 

accomplishments. Geertz also expressed that there were items that were not within the previous goal session that have been 

completed, one very important one being the implementation of the new Water and Sewer rates. Geertz communicated that 

during the regular Council Meeting there would be discussion on how Council would like to approach the new goal setting for 

the City of West Liberty. The work session ended at 6:29 p.m. The work session can be viewed at www.cityofwestlibertyia.org .  

Mayor Mark Smith called the Regular Council meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. Councilmembers in attendance: Councilmember 

Omar Martinez, Councilmember Josh Shiltz, Mayor Pro Tem Cara McFerren, Councilmember Dana Dominguez, and 

Councilmember Tim Parizek. City Staff in attendance: City Manager Lee Geertz, City Clerk Shari Hoffert, Electric 

Superintendent Cody Franklin, Library Director Allie Paarsmith, EMS Chief Bret Carlson, and Police Chief Josh Houser. The 

Council Meeting can be viewed at www.cityofwestlibertyia.org . 

The City Council approved the agenda. McFerren/Parizek (5-0) 

The City Council approved the consent agenda. McFerren/Martinez (5-0) 

Reports: City Engineer Lenny Larson communicated that ISG will be working with the Water Department on the Lead Service 

Lines Project as there is funding that has just been made available to help with the project. Larson communicated that Well #2 is 

up and running, but there are a few water quality items that need to be corrected. Larson communicated that it is nothing serious 

and should be a simple fix. Larson communicated that ISG will be working with the Water Department on the permitting 

withdrawal rate with the increase from the flushing of Well #2. The City was slightly over the limit last year and this will need to 

be raised to ensure compliance. Larson communicated that ISG will be working on this permit information with the IDNR and 

will communicate with them about the increase in flow if West Liberty Foods uses one of the wells during the repair of their 

individual well. Larson communicated that he has a cost estimate for Spencer Street for Public Works Director Adam Reinhardt 

and this should be before Council within the next two meetings. There will be a Buildings and Grounds Committee Meeting 

Saturday, October 25th, 2025, beginning at 9:30 a.m. Mayor Mark Smith communicated that there is another Fire Agency meeting 

the 3rd of November and this is open to the public. 

Vendor Voucher Claims List #1 in the amount of $267,726.32 was approved. Shiltz/Martinez (5-0) 

Library Pre-Paid Claims List in the amount of $2,028.46 was approved. Shiltz/Martinez (5-0) 

 

During the Public Comment Section: Councilmember Dana Dominguez communicated that there is a lot of new energy out there 

about elections. Dominguez communicated that Mayela Cruz has posted that she is looking to be a write in candidate and 

communicated if she had any questions she could reach out to Dominguez. Councilmember Omar Martinez communicated that 

the notes on the utility bills seem to be too small and inquired whether those could be increased in size. City Clerk Hoffert 

communicated that this is built within the software itself, but that staff could reach out and see if this size could be adjusted. 

Martinez communicated that he will be attending training through NALEO to stay safe in rising threats. Martinez was contacted 

about a partial closing of a street for a rosary gathering. City Manager Geertz communicated this would be an event application. 

Geertz communicated she has had correspondence about open burning, yard waste and leaves. Geertz explained the dates are set, 

but due to weather Council can take a look at extending open burn. Geertz communicated that she has spoken with Public Works 

Director Reinhardt about allowing community members to bring their leaves down to the City’s site. Geertz said that if there 

were issues, this would fall in line with the illegal dumping ordinance the City has in place. Geertz communicated that Maria 

Galvan will be utilizing one of the CAB classrooms for an area that can be set up as an organized area for community members to 

come and get clothes for their family at no charge. Geertz communicated that she met with Mayela Cruz to discuss the use of a 

classroom for her project. Mayela was present at the meeting and communicated that she wants to teach general education about 
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sickness and diseases, EpiPen use, safety, how to communicate during a phone call to emergency services, and collecting funds 

for school lunches. 

 

Ordinance 20251007-14: An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of West Liberty, Iowa, by Amending 

Provisions Pertaining to Fire Department, second reading, was approved by roll call vote. Dominguez/Parizek    Martinez-Y, 

Shiltz-Y, McFerren-Y, Dominguez-Y, Parizek-Y (5-0) 

 

Ordinance 20251007-15: An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of West Liberty, Iowa, by Amending 

Provisions Pertaining to Leash Law, second reading, was approved by roll call vote. Shiltz/Martinez    Shiltz-Y, McFerren-Y, 

Martinez-Y, Parizek-Y, Dominguez-Y (5-0)  

 

Ordinance 20251007-16: An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinance of the City of West Liberty, Iowa, by Amending 

Provisions Pertaining to Fireworks, second reading, was approved by roll call vote. Martinez/ Shiltz    Parizek-Y, Martinez-Y, 

McFerren-Y, Dominguez-Y, Shiltz-Y (5-0) 

 

There was Discussion and Appropriate Action by the City Council of West Liberty, IA, 52776 on the Event Assistance and Street 

Closure Request from the West Liberty Chamber for the Holiday Open House November 22nd and November 23rd, 2025. 

Chamber Director, Jacob Lane, communicated the event will be similar to previous years. The difference will be the request to 

close Calhoun Street instead of Spencer Street. Lane explained that with the dance studios, there are many children running down 

Calhoun Street and this provides a safer area to close off traffic. Councilmember Dominguez questioned if this would cause 

issues for parking. Lane explained that this would then open Spencer Street for parking and communicated he did not see parking 

being an issue. Saturday will be business day, and Sunday will be Family Funday. There will be the petting zoo, fire pits, a 

bouncy house, and the annual tree lighting at 5:30 p.m. There was a motion to approve the Event Assistance and Street Closure 

Request from the West Liberty Chamber for the Holiday Open House November 22nd and November 23rd, 2025. Shiltz/ Martinez 

(5-0) 

 

There was Discussion and Appropriate Action by the City Council of West Liberty, IA, on the security cameras at the Fire/EMS 

building. Mayor Smith communicated that there was email correspondence put together by City Manager Geertz for the transition 

communicating that the cameras were purchased with ARPA funds and are connected to the City server so they would need to 

stay with the City. The new agency has communicated that it is cheaper to purchase new cameras rather than upgrade the existing 

cameras in place. Smith communicated that 2 agency members expressed displeasure as the cameras are attached to the building 

and believe that the cameras should come with the building. Smith communicated that he explained that due to these being 

purchased with ARPA funding that they would need to remain with the City. Councilmember Tim Parizek communicated that the 

cameras for the agency should be purchased soon. Smith communicated that one of the Board Members offered to cover the cost 

of the cameras. City Manager Geertz communicated that this is just to have the transparency and that the City had already agreed 

to leave them in place, but this is for documentation that the City will not remove the cameras until the transition happens or the 

agency acquires new cameras for the building. There was a motion to leave the cameras in place until the transition is completed, 

or the agency has acquired the new cameras, whichever comes first. Parizek/Shiltz (5-0) 

 

There was Discussion and Appropriate Action by the City Council of West Liberty, IA, on scheduling a planning work session 

with ISU Extension for the first part of December 2025. City Manager Geertz communicated this is following up from the work 

session. This would be to set up a goal setting session with ISU and establish new goals for the City of West Liberty. Geertz 

communicated that the estimate is $2,600.00, and that this would be much more in depth than the previous sessions the City of 

West Liberty has had in the past There was a motion to direct the City Manager to work with ISU and work on setting a date for 

the planning session. McFerren/ Dominguez (5-0) 

 

Resolution 20251021-279: A Resolution to Approve Pay Estimate #3 for Retainage to Triple B Construction, Inc. for the Evans 

Avenue Gravity Sanitary Sewer Extension Project, in the City of West Liberty, IA, 52776 was approved by roll call vote. 

McFerren/Dominguez    McFerren-Y, Parizek-Y, Shiltz-Y, Dominguez-Y, Martinez-Y (5-0) 

 

Mayor Mark Smith gave a preview of the November 4th, 2025, Council Meeting to include the third and final readings of the 3 

ordinances introduced in October, a Building and Grounds Committee Report, and a report on the Fire Agency. 

 

Authorize and Approve the Confidentiality Agreement Regarding Electric Transmission Planning and Construction and Critical 

Energy Infrastructure was approved by roll call vote. McFerren/Parizek    Parizek-Y, Dominguez-Y, McFerren-Y, Shiltz-Y, 

Martinez-Y (5-0) 
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After the approval of the Confidentiality Agreement, City Council entered closed session pursuant to Iowa Code Sections 21.5 

(1)(a), 388.9 (1), and 21.5 (1)(k), to review or discuss records which are required or authorized by state or federal law to be kept 

confidential; to discuss proprietary information and information required by a noncustomer contracting party to be kept 

confidential pursuant to a nondisclosure agreement which relates to electric transmission planning and construction and critical 

energy infrastructure; and to discuss information contained in records in the custody of a governmental body that are confidential 

records pursuant to section 22.7, subsection 50, by roll call vote. McFerren/Martinez    Martinez-Y, Shiltz-Y, Dominguez-Y, 

Parizek-Y, McFerren-Y (5-0) 

 

City Council entered open session by roll call vote.  Martinez/McFerren    Parizek-Y, Martinez-Y, Shiltz-Y, McFerren-Y, 

Dominguez-Y (5-0) 

 

Returning to open session, the following actions were taken by City Council: 

 

Resolution 20251021-280: A Resolution Approving Application and Agreement for Membership in the Iowa Public Power 

Agency was approved by roll call vote. Dominguez/McFerren    McFerren-Y, Dominguez-Y, Parizek-Y, Martinez-Y, Shiltz-Y 

(5-0) 

 

Resolution 20251021-281: A Resolution Approving the Joint Development Agreement and Payment of Initial Payment Required 

Therin was approved by roll call vote. Martinez/McFerren    Shiltz-Y, Martinez-Y, Parizek-Y, Dominguez-Y, McFerren-Y (5-0) 

 

There was a motion to adjourn at 8:02 p.m. McFerren/Martinez (5-0) 

 

 

 

  _______________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Mayor, Mark Smith 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________ 
City Clerk, Shari Hoffert 

 


