
MEETING MINUTES OF THE WEST LIBERTY CITY COUNCIL 
 

WEST LIBERTY, IOWA                                                                                          July 1st, 2025  

 
Mayor Mark Smith called the Regular Council meeting to order at 6:34 p.m. Councilmembers in attendance: Mayor Pro Tem 

Cara McFerren, Councilmember Josh Shiltz, and Councilmember Tim Parizek. Councilmember Dana Dominguez arrived at the 

meeting at 6:48 p.m. and began voting on Resolution 20250701-262: A Resolution Setting Salaries/Wages for the 25-26 Fiscal 

Year for the City of West Liberty Departments. Councilmember Omar Martinez was absent from the meeting. City Staff in 

attendance: City Manager Lee Geertz, City Clerk Shari Hoffert, Deputy Clerk Emily Reinhardt, Public Works Director Adam 

Reinhardt, Parks and Recreation Employee Mac Howes, Communications Specialist Brittany Woodson, and Police Chief Josh 

Houser. *The full Council Meeting can be viewed at www.cityofwestlibertyia.org .* 

The City Council approved the agenda. Shiltz/McFerren (3-0) 

The City Council approved the consent agenda. Parizek/McFerren (3-0) 

The 12-month Special Class C Retail Alcohol License for Liberty Public House expiring July 4th, 2026, was approved. 

Shiltz/McFerren (3-0) 

Mayor Mark Smith had an introduction of the participants in the University of Iowa Community and Civic Involvement Program. 

Smith communicated that this group encourages involvement in civic and community activities and communicated the value of 

participation of this group. Members of the group were announced and honored for their participation in this group. 

There was a public hearing on the transfer of public assets from the City of West Liberty to the West Liberty and Rural 

Townships Fire and Rescue Agency. 

The public hearing on the transfer of public assets from the City of West Liberty to the West Liberty and Rural Townships Fire 

and Rescue Agency was opened by roll call vote. McFerren/Parizek    McFerren-Y, Parizek-Y, Shiltz-Y (3-00 

There were no public comments and/or correspondence. 

The public hearing on the transfer of public assets from the City of West Liberty to the West Liberty and Rural Townships Fire 

and Rescue Agency was closed by roll call vote. McFerren/Parizek    Shiltz-Y, Parizek-Y, McFerren-Y (3-0) 

Resolution 20250701-258: A Resolution to Transfer Monetary Assets from the Fire Trust and Agency from the City of West 

Liberty to the West Liberty and Rural Townships Fire and Rescue Agency was approved by roll call vote. Parizek/Shiltz    

Parizek-Y, Shiltz-Y, McFerren-Y (3-0)    The total amount of the transfer from the Fire Trust and Agency is $355,896.66. 

Resolution 20250701-259: A Resolution to Transfer Monetary Assets from the Fire Reserve from the City of West Liberty to the 

West Liberty and Rural Townships Fire and Rescue Agency was approved by roll call vote. Parizek/Shiltz    McFerren-Y, 

Parizek-Y, Shiltz-Y (3-0)    The total amount of the transfer from the Fire Reserve is $304,610.82. 

There were two resolution options for the transfer of physical assets from the City of West Liberty to the West Liberty and Rural 

Townships Fire and Rescue Agency. Resolution 20250701-260: A Resolution to Transfer Physical Assets from the City of West 

Liberty to the West Liberty and Rural Townships Fire and Rescue Agency OR Resolution 20250701-261: A Resolution to 

Transfer Physical Assets from the City of West Liberty to the West Liberty and Rural Townships Fire and Rescue Agency upon 

acquisition of Insurance by the West Liberty and Rural Townships Fire and Rescue Agency. 

Resolution 20250701-261: A Resolution to Transfer Physical Assets from the City of West Liberty to the West Liberty and Rural 

Townships Fire and Rescue Agency upon acquisition of Insurance by the West Liberty and Rural Townships Fire and Rescue 

Agency was approved by roll call vote. McFerren/Parizek    Parizek-Y, Shiltz-Y, McFerren-Y (3-0) 

Reports: City Engineer Leo Foley was absent from the meeting. City Manager Geertz reported on behalf of Veenstra & Kimm 

communicating that the SRF application for the Wastewater Treatment Plant has been submitted and will go before the board in 

September. Geertz communicated it is believed this will be a successful application. Geertz communicated that new engineer 

Lenny Larsen will have a report for the next meeting as this is ISG’s first official day of being the new City Engineer. Public 

Works Director Adam Reinhardt communicated that the Evans Avenue road had been paved and reopened. Mayor Pro Tem Cara 

McFerren questioned if the Electric Department was able to generate. City Manager Geertz communicated the OP has been 

repaired and the black start engine is up and running.  Mayor Smith communicated that there have been ongoing meetings for the 

West Liberty and Rural Townships Fire and Rescue Board. Smith communicated that all of the monetary assets and physical 

assets will be transferred today once the City official plates are removed from the vehicles. Councilmember Tim Parizek 

communicated that this process took a little longer than anticipated, but it is being left in good hands with the new board.  

Vendor Voucher Claims List #1 in the amount of $457,496.35 was approved. Parizek/Shiltz (3-0) 
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Library Pre-Paid Claims List in the amount of $4,300.49 was approved. McFerren/Parizek (3-0) 

 

During the Public Comment Section: Nora Dwyer from LEAP communicated that she is part of a program that helps address 

obesity. Dwyer communicated that she has been able to work with City Manager Lee Geertz, Mayor Mark Smith, and WELEAD 

Director Phil Wiese gathering information and looking at opportunities for the City of West Liberty. Dwyer communicated that 

there will be walk audits conducted to look at access walking paths from housing areas to the schools on August 5th. 2025, 

beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the WELEAD Building. Dwyer also communicated that there is funding available that has been 

approved by CDC to offer communities bike racks, and she looks to bring this to the City of West Liberty. WELEAD Director 

Phil Wiese communicated that there is an open house at WELEAD 119 E 3rd St. West Liberty, IA, 52776, July 2nd, 2025, from 

1:00-3:00 p.m. City Manager Geertz communicated correspondence has slowed down with the opening of the pool. Geertz 

thanked the public for their understanding and communicated there are limited lifeguards for this pool season. Geertz 

communicated she followed up with Bonnie Englestad about parking in front of her home and worked with Chief Houser to 

provide information pertaining to the code about parking. Currently neighborly resolution seems to be working as there are no 

violations in the parking code. 

 

Resolution 20250701-262: A Resolution Setting Salaries/Wages for the 25-26 Fiscal Year for the City of West Liberty 

Departments was approved by roll call vote. McFerren/Parizek    McFerren-Y, Parizek-Y, Shiltz-Y, Dominguez-N (3-1) 

 

Resolution 20250701-263: A Resolution to Transfer Funds for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2025, was approved by roll call 

vote. McFerren/Parizek    Shiltz-Y, Parizek-Y, McFerren-Y, Dominguez-Y (4-0) 

 

Resolution 20250701-264: A Resolution to Approve Pay Estimate No. 1 from Triple B Construction, Inc. for the Evans Avenue 

Sanitary Gravity Sewer Extension was approved by roll call vote. Dominguez/Parizek    Parizek-Y, Shiltz-Y, McFerren-Y, 

Dominguez-Y (4-0) 

 

Resolution 20250701-265: A Resolution Authorizing Representative Votes on Behalf of the City of West Liberty in Relation to 

the RPGI Agreement was approved by roll call vote. McFerren/Parizek    Dominguez-Y, McFerren-Y, Parizek-Y, Shiltz-Y (4-0) 

 

Resolution 20250701-266: A Resolution to Approve Reimbursement to Brooke Ventures LLC West Liberty Economic 

Development Matching Fund Grant in the City of West Liberty, IA, 52776 was approved by roll call vote. Dominguez/Shiltz    

Shiltz-Y, Parizek-Y, McFerren-Y, Dominguez-Y (4-0) 

 

City Council set the date for public hearing for the Amendment to the Code of Ordinance in the City of West Liberty, IA, 52776, 

for Water and Sewer Rates for July 15th, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. at the Regular Council Meeting by consensus. 

 

There was a preview of the July 15, 2025, Council Meeting: Mayor Smith communicated the big item topic will be the Water and 

Sewer Rate Ordinances.  

 

There was a motion to adjourn at 6:59 p.m. Shiltz/Parizek (4-0)  

 

  _______________________________ 

                                                                                                      

Mayor, Mark Smith 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________ 

City Clerk, Shari Hoffert 

 


