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There was a City Councill work session to go over the City Budget. Mayor Mark Smith called the work session to order at 5:31 

p.m. Councilmembers in attendance: Councilmember Tim Parizek and Councilmember Dana Dominguez. Councilmember Josh 

Shiltz arrived to the work session at 5:41 p.m. Councilmember Omar Martinez and Mayor Pro Tem Cara McFerren were absent 

from the meeting. City Staff in attendance: City Manager Lee Geertz, City Clerk Shari Hoffert, Public Works Director Adam 

Reinhardt, Communications Specialist Brittany Woodson, Library Director Allie Paarsmith, and Police Officer Derek Holmes. 

City Manager Lee Geertz went over the different parts of the budget, the effects of HF718 on the property taxes collected, the 

need to replace aging infrastructure and the need to maintain employees. Geertz also communicated that this is the first year 

where cities have to become more creative with budgets to make sure that departments can still function smoothly. There were no 

decisions made during the work session. The work session ended at 6:27 p.m. 

Mayor Mark Smith called the Regular Council meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Councilmembers in attendance: Councilmember 

Josh Shiltz, Councilmember Tim Parizek, and Councilmember Dana Dominguez. Councilmember Omar Martinez and Mayor Pro 

Tem Cara McFerren were absent from the meeting. City Staff in attendance: City Manager Lee Geertz, City Clerk Shari Hoffert, 

Public Works Director Adam Reinhardt, Communications Specialist Brittany Woodson, Library Director Allie Paarsmith, Police 

Officer Derek Holmes, Police Officer Jessica Saleh, and Police Chief Josh Houser. The Council Meeting can be viewed at 

www.cityofwestlibertyia.org . 

The City Council approved the agenda. Dominguez/Parizek (3-0) 

The City Council approved the consent agenda. Dominguez/Shiltz (3-0) 

Mayor Mark Smith recognized City Employee Sandy Henderson for 25 years of service. Mayor Smith thanked Sandy for her 

dedication to the City of West Liberty and expressed his gratitude for everything she does. 

There was a public hearing on the Proposed 80/20 Annexation in the City of West Liberty, IA, 52776. 

The public hearing was opened by roll call vote. Shiltz/Dominguez    Shiltz-Y, Parizek-Y, Dominguez-Y (3-0) 

During the public comments and correspondence section: Tom Christensen, the non-consenting property owner, questioned the 

timeline for the annexation to happen. City Manager Lee Geertz communicated that the Council’s action at the meeting would 
finalize the City’s portion and then it would need to be sent to the Iowa Economic Development Authority to verify if the 80/20 

would create an island. This process could take an additional 90 days. Tom Christensen also questioned where the utility would 

run, through the front or through the back of the properties. City Manager Geertz communicated that the extension of the utility 

would not be until 2027 or 2028 as Wiele Chevrolet Inc. would have a temporary lift station. The placement would be discussed 

closer to the implementation of the utility. 

The public hearing was closed by roll call vote. Dominguez/Shiltz    Dominguez-Y, Shiltz-Y, Parizek-Y (3-0) 

Resolution 20250318-227: A Resolution Annexing Certain Real Estate owned by All American Concrete, Inc., Don Schroeder, 

and Brew Properties, LLC. Located adjacent to the West of the City of West Liberty, IA, 52776, was approved by roll call vote. 

Shiltz/Parizek    Parizek-Y, Dominguez-Y, Shiltz-Y (3-0) 

There was a public hearing on Budget Amendment #2 for Fy 24-25. 

The public hearing was opened by roll call vote. Dominguez/Shiltz    Dominguez-Y, Parizek-Y, Shiltz-Y (3-0) 

During the public comments and correspondence section: City Manager Lee Geertz communicated that the budget amendment 

included the items Council was already presented with through resolutions in the previous meetings. The other portion of the 

budget amendment is for the funds coming in and out as the pass-through community for Upwards. 

The public hearing was closed by roll call vote. Dominguez/Shiltz    Shiltz-Y, Dominguez-Y, Parizek-Y (3-0) 

Resolution 20250318-228: City of West Liberty Budget Amendment #2 and Certification Resolution for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 

was approved by roll call vote. Parizek/Dominguez    Parizek-Y, Shiltz-Y, Dominguez-Y (3-0) 

Reports: City Engineer Leo Foley communicated that the bid for the Evans Avenue extension should be going out to be bid on 

the 19th or 20th as the agreement has been acquired. Foley communicated that the 4th Street watermain has gone to the IDNR for 

review. Foley communicated that the Wastewater Treatment Plant preliminary plans have been submitted, and the permit will be 

filed for so that the process for the SRF loan can be started. Veenstra & Kimm are aiming for June 1st for the deadline. Foley 

communicated that Well #2 has been a process to rehabilitate the well. If the change order on the agenda is approved, the total for 

the project would be $653,096.00. Foley communicated that this Well is a very important Well as the others are almost to their 

limit. Councilmember Dominguez questioned the investment of the Well and Foley communicated that this well would provide 
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more water for the City’s system and protect the City if one of the other Wells were to go down. City Manager Geertz 

communicated that the Building and Grounds Committee met to discuss the former ELC Building currently known as the City 

Administration Building. Geertz communicated that the building is currently being used on the west side for administration to 

include: the City Manager, the Building Inspector, the Nuisance Officer, the Communications Specialist, IT, and the Mayor. 

There have been several suggestions for use of the building, but City Manager Geertz communicated that Mayor Smith 

recommended having an open house to get input from the Public for ideas for use of the space. Mayor Mark Smith communicated 

that the next meeting for the West Liberty Rural Trustee Fire Protection District will be Monday, March 24th, 2025, and will be 

open to the Public.  

Vendor Voucher Claims List #1 in the amount of $412,564.88 was approved. Parizek/Shiltz (3-0) 

 

During the Public Comment Section: Councilmember Josh Shiltz communicated on behalf of Mayor Pro Tem Cara McFerren: 

McFerren was contacted about the speeding on Prairie Street and Mr. Scott Peters recommended implementing speed cameras. 

Mr. Peters also communicated that he wanted to know why the small garbage containers were no longer available. The last issue 

that was communicated is the excessive parking on Clay and 3rd Street. City Manager Geertz communicated the Police 

Department has been patrolling Prairie Street more often. Police Chief Josh Houser communicated if Community Members see 

speeding in this area, to contact dispatch so this can be addressed. There have been no calls of reckless drivers in this area. If an 

officer is in the area when the call comes through, this can help address the issues the Community is seeing. Councilmember 

Dana Dominguez reintroduced Ethan Anderson’s request to buy back the property that is part of the City Administration 
Building. City Manager Geertz communicated that staff is currently not in support due to not currently knowing what the plan of 

use will be for this area. Councilmember Dominguez also questioned whether Electric Superintendent Cody Franklin has been 

looking into other forms of energy such as solar and nuclear. City Manager Geertz communicated that Electric Superintendent 

Franklin has been looking into this as well as working with State Legislation on the energy bill. Franklin has also discovered 

areas of lost revenue and has been working through those areas. Geertz communicated that she had a meeting with Josh Jackson 

on energy and will look to bring in Franklin for further discussions.  

 

There was discussion and appropriate action by the City Council of West Liberty, IA, on the Fire Department’s request to change 
Capital Equipment Purchase to breathing apparatus. City Manager Geertz communicated that this would not require a budget 

amendment, this would just be changing what the purchase this fiscal year would be. There is already funding in the capital 

equipment for the Department. There was a motion to approve the request to change the Capital Equipment Purchase to breathing 

apparatus. Dominguez/Parizek (3-0) 

 

Resolution 20250318-229: A Resolution to Accept Change Order No. 3 from Northway Well and Pump Company for the Well 

#2 Acidization Project in the City of West Liberty, IA, 52776, was approved by roll call vote. Shiltz/Parizek    Shiltz-Y, 

Dominguez-Y, Parizek-Y (3-0) 

 

Resolution 20250318-230: A Resolution Accepting the Final Plat of the Rehmke Trust Subdivision request in West Liberty, IA, 

52776 was approved by roll call vote. Dominguez/Parizek    Parizek-Y, Shiltz-Y, Dominguez-Y (3-0) 

 

Resolution 20250318-231: A Resolution Setting the date for Public Hearing on Proposal to Enter into General Obligation 

Municipal Building Loan Agreement and to Borrow Money Thereunder was approved by roll call vote. Dominguez/Shiltz    

Dominguez-Y, Parizek-Y, Shiltz-Y (3-0) 

 

City Manager Lee Geertz communicated the Muscatine County Fair Grounds is having a groundbreaking ceremony on March 

19th, 2025, at 4:30 p.m. 

 

There was a motion to adjourn at 7:25 p.m. Parizek/Dominguez (3-0) 

 

  _______________________________ 

                                                                                                      

Mayor, Mark Smith 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________ 

City Clerk, Shari Hoffert 


