CITY OF WEST LIBERTY

Address: 409 N. Calhoun St., West Liberty, IA 52776
Phone: (319) 627-2418 | Fax: (319) 627-4847
City Hall Hours: Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm

Response to correspondence
sent by members of the WLFD

We have reviewed a letter from April 7, 2022 (received by the City on April 11) by members of
the West Liberty & Rural Townships Fire & EMS Association (furthermore known in this
statement as “the Association”). The Association’s letter has now been provided to various
media and social media outlets.

The letter contains substantive allegations that the City deems to be either wrong or wholly
unfounded. The dispute regarding the roles and responsibilities of the Rural Fire District and the
City, which includes the West Liberty Fire Department in the suit, is currently pending in lowa
District Court. The City is confident that there will be a successful outcome for the West
Liberty and Rural Community.

We are not able to go into details regarding the Rural Fire District’s allegations due to the
pending litigation; however, we can assure you that the City remains committed to
participation in formal mediation, where the parties sit down with a third-party neutral
mediator in an attempt to reach a resolution to the dispute.

It is our sincerest hope that the Rural Fire District agrees to such participation, amicably
resolving the pending dispute between all involved parties. The City remains willing to mediate
the matter over the next three weeks.

If an agreement cannot be reached and the Rural Fire District Association volunteer members
follow through with their formal resignation, the City remains committed to providing
emergency services within the City limits and rural community and is exploring options for
alternate fire and EMS protection services, despite our wishes to agree upon a resolution with
all involved parties.

The City remains dedicated to the safety and security of ALL of our citizens.
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